Studies in the Book of Proverbs by John T Polk II
For The Fellowship Room

(#171) The Proverbs of Solomon 24:27- Comfort Is Not Job One!
Since God Created humans, only God can provide specific understanding of human
behavior. God gave Solomon Divine Wisdom (1 Kings Chapters 3 and 10) to
explain what and why behavior is as it is, and Proverbs 10:1 - 24:34 are
randomly written, as if they were Judgments Solomon made about individual cases
brought to him for Divine Wisdom (1 Kings Chapters 3 and 10), or simply Godgiven explanations about life. New Testament passages may help see the
continuation of Wisdom offered through Jesus Christ.
Proverbs 24:27:
Prepare your outside work, make it fit for yourself in the field;
and afterward build your house.
Work must come before convenience and comfort. The Garden of Eden came with
a job (Genesis 2:15), having food requires work (2 Thessalonians 3:10), and this
proverb emphasizes the comforts of a house depends upon how good of a job one
does “outside” to earn that house! Many people have turned this completely
around, for they are getting bigger and bolder houses, beyond what their parents
have achieved, before establishing themselves in a career-type work. The order
here taught by Wisdom should be to learn to work and earn while living with their
parents so they are ready to embark upon working experiences that will help them
toward their goal(s). All Old Testament prophecies of the Israelites returning to
their Promised Land were fulfilled in the Books of Ezra and Nehemiah, however not
without urging. In Ezra 4, the re-building of the temple in Jerusalem stalled out,
but God sent the prophets Haggai and Zechariah to preach plainly (Ezra 5:1). The
people should not have been building their own houses and neglecting God’s
House:
Thus speaks the LORD of hosts, saying: 'This people says, "The
time has not come, the time that the LORD'S house should be
built.’ Then the word of the LORD came by Haggai the prophet,
saying, ‘Is it time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled
houses, and this temple to lie in ruins? Now therefore, thus says
the LORD of hosts: “Consider your ways!”’ (Haggai 1:2-5)
Jesus applied this very truth to spiritual matters:
Great multitudes went with Him. And He turned and said to
them, ‘If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and
mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own
life also, he cannot be My disciple. And whoever does not bear
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his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple. For which of
you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down first and count
the cost, whether he has enough to finish it -- lest, after he has
laid the foundation, and is not able to finish, all who see it begin
to mock him, saying, “This man began to build and was not able
to finish.” Or what king, going to make war against another king,
does not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten
thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty
thousand? Or else, while the other is still a great way off, he
sends a delegation and asks conditions of peace. So likewise,
whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My
disciple.’ (Luke 14:25-33)
Jesus also said,
“But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all
these things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:33)
Obey the Lord first (Acts 2:38), get a job second (Ephesians 4:28), then plan
some comforts (Proverbs 24:27).
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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